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Анотація 

У цій статті досліджується вплив цифрової комунікації на еволюцію англійської мови. Розглянуто нові 

форми мовної виразності, зокрема меми, емодзі та інтернет-сленг, які виникли у результаті використання 

соціальних мереж, месенджерів та онлайн-культур. Проаналізовано, як ці елементи змінюють лексику, 

граматику та стилістику англійської, формуючи нові мовні норми та ідентичності в цифровому середовищі. 

Робота підкреслює, що попри побоювання щодо деградації мови, ці зміни є проявом природної лінгвістичної 

еволюції та адаптації до нових форм спілкування. 
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Abstract 

This article explores the impact of digital communication on the evolution of the English language. It examines new 

forms of linguistic expression, including memes, emojis, and internet slang, that have emerged through social media, 

messaging apps, and online culture. The paper analyzes how these elements are reshaping English vocabulary, 

grammar, and stylistics, while contributing to the creation of new norms and identities in digital contexts. Despite 

concerns over language deterioration, the study argues that these changes reflect natural linguistic evolution and 

adaptation to contemporary modes of communication. 
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The digital revolution has dramatically transformed how humans communicate, and the English language 

is no exception. As communication increasingly shifts to online platforms, new forms of expression—such 

as memes, emojis, and internet slang — have emerged and rapidly integrated into everyday discourse. This 

article examines how digital communication tools have influenced the structure, vocabulary, and use of the 

English language, with a focus on the cultural and linguistic implications of these changes. 

English has always been an adaptive and evolving language, borrowing words and structures from other 

languages and incorporating changes brought by cultural shifts. However, the pace of linguistic evolution has 

accelerated in the digital age, primarily due to social media, texting, and meme culture. These platforms 

favor brevity, creativity, and emotional expression, giving rise to an entirely new set of conventions and 

idioms [1]. 

Memes, for instance, combine text and imagery to convey humor, irony, or social commentary, often 

relying on cultural references and shared knowledge. The language used in memes frequently subverts 

traditional grammar rules, adopting deliberate misspellings, abbreviations, and internet-specific phrasings 

such as “doggo,” “yeet,” or “no cap.” This trend not only reflects creativity but also forms an in-group 

linguistic code that signals membership in online communities [2]. 

Emojis represent another significant development in digital communication. These small visual icons act 

as nonverbal cues that clarify tone, enhance emotional context, or replace entire words or phrases. For 

example, a simple thumbs-up symbol can replace “I agree” or “okay,” while a laughing face icon may 

substitute for a full sentence expressing amusement. Emojis have transcended their informal origins and are 

now being studied as a visual language that coexists alongside written English [3]. 

Internet slang, including abbreviations like “LOL” (laugh out loud), “BRB” (be right back), and newer 

expressions like “FOMO” (fear of missing out) or “stan” (obsessive fan), reflects a generational shift in 

language use. These terms often originate in niche communities before becoming mainstream, demonstrating 

how digital subcultures contribute to the broader lexicon. Slang also fosters identity and solidarity within 

specific online groups, further complicating the traditional understanding of standard language [1]. 

Despite concerns about the degradation of linguistic standards, many linguists argue that these changes 

represent natural linguistic evolution. Language adapts to the needs of its users, and in an era where speed, 

expressiveness, and interactivity are crucial, English is simply responding accordingly. Moreover, digital 



  

language variants coexist with formal registers, showing that speakers can switch styles depending on 

context—a phenomenon known as code-switching [2]. 

The incorporation of memes, emojis, and internet slang into everyday English illustrates the dynamic 

nature of language in the digital age. While some view these changes as detrimental, they can also be seen as 

evidence of linguistic innovation and cultural adaptation. English is not being destroyed—it is being 

reshaped in creative and complex ways to meet the demands of contemporary communication [3]. 
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