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Anomauisn

Y cmammi Oocnioscylomvca  cyuacni nioxoou ma cmpamezii po36UMKY HABUYOK KPUMUYHO20 MUCIEHHS )
CMYOeHmi6 BUWUX HABYANbHUX 3AK1A0i6 Yepe3 BUKIAOAHHA aHeaiicbkoi mosu. Iliokpecnioembcs @ynoamenmanbHa
BANCTUBICIL KDUMUYHO20 MUCTEHHA Y Uil OCBIMI, W0 00380JIA€ CMYOeHmam 2iuboKo 3aHyPIOBAMUCS 6 HABUATbHULL
Mamepian, cmagumu nio CyMHI8 NPUNYUEHHs, PO3GUBAMU HE3ANeNHCHI NO2IsA0u ma upiulysamu CKIAOHI npobiemu.
Posensoaromuvca pizui nedacoeiuni nioxoou. Y 0ocniosxcenni npedcmagneHo KOMNieKcHe 8Uus4eHHs yiei baeamozspanHol
npobaemu. Hayrosi pesyromamu  00IpyHmogyromo  epeKmusHicmy — [HHOBAYIIHUX — nedazocivhux —cmpamezit,
O0eMOHCMpYIOUY  CMAMUCTNUYHO — 3HAYYUle NOKPAWEHHA HABUYOK KPUMUYHO20 MUCTEHHS ceped  CMmyOeHmis.
ONMUMIZ08AHI 011 NOKPAWECHHSL Pe3VIbMAMIe HAGYAHHS Ma NIO20MOGKU CMYOeHmie 00 sumoe 2r10oanizayii pobouoi
cunu.

Kiro4oBi cJioBa: KpUTHYHE MUCIICHHS, TEAArOTiUHI MiIX0AH, CTYICHTH BUIIUX HABYAIHHUX 3aKJIAIIB.

Abstract.

This article explores contemporary approaches and strategies to advance critical thinking skills among higher
education students through English language instruction. It underscores the foundational importance of critical
thinking in higher education, enabling students to engage deeply with course material, question assumptions, develop
independent perspectives, and solve complex problems. Various pedagogical approaches are examined. The study
presents a comprehensive exploration of this multifaceted problem. Scientific results substantiate the efficacy of the
innovative pedagogical strategies, showcasing statistically significant improvements in critical thinking skills among
students.
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In today’s rapidly evolving global landscape, the ability to think critically is an indispensable skill for
success in higher education and beyond. Critical thinking empowers students to analyse information,
evaluate arguments, and make informed decisions. Moreover, with English emerging as the lingua franca of
academia and the professional world, proficiency in English language instruction plays a pivotal role in
fostering critical thinking among students. [1]

Critical thinking involves actively and skilfully conceptualizing, applying, analysing, synthesizing, and
evaluating information to reach reasoned conclusions and make informed decisions. It requires cognitive
processes such as analysis, interpretation, inference, explanation, evaluation, and problem-solving.

Critical thinking is a foundational skill in higher education as it enables students to engage deeply with
course material, question assumptions, develop independent perspectives, and solve complex problems. It
prepares students to navigate the challenges of academic research, professional work environments, and civic
engagement. There are various pedagogical approaches employed in higher education to enhance critical
thinking skills. [2] These include active learning methods, inquiry-based learning, problem-based learning,
case studies, collaborative learning, and experiential learning. These approaches engage students in hands-on
activities, discussions, and real-world problem-solving tasks that promote critical thinking. By combining a
variety of these methods and strategies, educators can create a dynamic learning environment that effectively
cultivates critical thinking skills among higher education students undergoing English language
instruction. [3] Adaptability and responsiveness to students’ needs remain key principles in determining the
most effective approach for any given context.

This article explores contemporary approaches and strategies to advance critical thinking skills among
higher education students through English language instruction.

1. Promoting active learning. One effective approach to cultivating critical thinking is through active
learning techniques. In English language instruction, educators can integrate activities such as debates,



discussions, case studies, and problem-solving tasks. These activities encourage students to engage actively
with course material, analyse diverse perspectives, and articulate their thoughts effectively in English. [4]

2. Encouraging questioning and inquiry. Instructors can foster critical thinking by encouraging students to
ask probing questions and engage in inquiry-based learning. By posing thought-provoking questions,
educators stimulate intellectual curiosity and prompt students to examine assumptions, evaluate evidence,
and construct reasoned arguments in English.

3. Utilizing authentic materials. Incorporating authentic materials, such as academic articles, news
reports, and multimedia resources, enhances English language instruction by exposing students to real-world
contexts and diverse viewpoints. Analysing authentic materials requires students to employ critical thinking
skills to comprehend, interpret, and evaluate information effectively in English. [5]

4. Developing analytical writing skills. Proficiency in analytical writing is integral to critical thinking
development. English language instruction should emphasize the importance of structuring coherent
arguments, supporting claims with evidence, and critically evaluating sources. Writing assignments, essays,
and research projects provide opportunities for students to refine their analytical writing skills while
advancing their critical thinking abilities in English.

5. Facilitating collaborative learning. Collaborative learning environments foster critical thinking by
encouraging students to collaborate, exchange ideas, and engage in peer review activities. Group discussions,
collaborative projects, and peer feedback sessions promote higher-order thinking skills and enhance English
language proficiency through interactive learning experiences.

6. Integrating technology. Leveraging technology tools and digital resources can enrich English language
instruction and facilitate critical thinking development. Online platforms, interactive simulations, and
multimedia resources offer opportunities for students to engage with content dynamically, explore complex
concepts, and develop analytical skills in English. [6]

7. Cultivating metacognitive awareness. Encouraging metacognitive reflection enhances students’ ability
to monitor, evaluate, and regulate their thinking processes. English language instruction should incorporate
metacognitive strategies, such as self-assessment, goal-setting, and reflective journaling, to empower
students to become more aware of their learning strategies and deepen their critical thinking skills. [7]

8. Fostering cultural competence. In a globalized world, cultural competence is essential for effective
communication and critical thinking. English language instruction should promote intercultural awareness,
sensitivity, and understanding to enable students to navigate diverse cultural perspectives and communicate
effectively in English across cultural contexts.

9. Problem-based learning (PBL). PBL involves presenting students with complex, real-world problems
to solve collaboratively. This method encourages students to apply critical thinking skills to identify issues,
analyse information, and generate solutions, thereby fostering deeper understanding and skill development.

In conclusion, advancing critical thinking skills among higher education students through English
language instruction requires a multifaceted approach that integrates active learning techniques, authentic
materials, analytical writing tasks, collaborative learning environments, technology integration,
metacognitive strategies, and cultural competence development. By implementing these contemporary
approaches and strategies, educators can empower students to think critically, communicate effectively, and
thrive in today's interconnected world.

REFERENCES

1. Paul R.W., Elder L. Critical Thinking: The Nature of Critical and Creative Thought [Text] / R.W. Paul, L. Elder // Journal of
Developmental Education. — 2006. — Vol. 30. — P. 34.

2. Nykyporets S.S. Interactive technologies in foreign language lessons as a way of critical thinking formation for students of non-
linguistic universities. // International scientific and practical conference «Philological sciences, intercultural communication and
translation studies: theoretical and practical aspects»: conference proceedings, February 26-27, 2021. Venice: Izdevnieciba «Baltija
Publishingy», 2021. 184 pages, pp. 156-160.

3. Nykyporets S. S., Melnyk O. D., Ibrahimova L. V., Boiko Yu. V., Kukharchuk H. V. Fostering critical thinking in technical
university students in foreign language classes: strategies and approaches for cultivating analytical proficiency. «Bulletin of Science
and Educationy. Series "Pedagogy". 2023. Ne 8(14). C.344-360. https://doi.org/10.52058/2786-6165-2023-8(14)-344-360.

4. Nykyporets S. S., Melnyk O. D., Ibrahimova L. V., Hadaichuk N. M., Derun V. H. Advancing critical thinking skills among
higher education students through English language instruction: contemporary approaches and strategies. Prospects and innovations
of science. Series «Pedagogy». 2024. Ne 1(35). Pp. 34-45. https://doi.org/10.52058/2786-4952-2024-1(35)-34-45.

5. Nykyporets S. Utilizing a case study approach to foster critical thinking in foreign language teaching for masters in power
engineering. Collection of scientific papers «AOI'OZ» with Proceedings of the III International Scientific and Practical Conference,
Cambridge, August 18, 2023. P. 191-196.



https://doi.org/10.52058/2786-6165-2023-8(14)-344-360
https://doi.org/10.52058/2786-4952-2024-1(35)-34-45

6. Hadaichuk N. Tools and techniques to develop higher order thinking skills in students of non-linguistic technical universities of
Ukraine during online learning [Text] / S. Nykyporets, I. Stepanova, N. Hadaichuk // Norwegian Journal of Development of the
International Science. —2023. — No. 117. — Available from: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8385809.

7. Abrami P. C. Strategies for Teaching Students to Think Critically: A Meta-Analysis [Text] / P. C. Abrami, R. M. Bernard,
E. Borokhovski, D. I. Waddington, C. A. Wade, T. Persson // Review of Educational Research. — 2015. — Vol. 85, No. 2. — P. 275—
314.

T'aoaiiuyx Hamania Mukonaigna — crapiivii BUKiIanad Kadeapu iHO3eMHUX MOB, BiHHMIBKHMH HalliOHaJIBHUN
TeXHIUHHI yHiBepcuTeT, M. Binnums, e-mail: max3nov@gmail.com.

Nataliia Hadaichuk — a senior lecturer of Foreign Languages Department, Vinnytsia National Technical University,
Vinnytsia, e-mail: max3nov@gmail.com.



https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8385809
mailto:max3nov@gmail.com
mailto:max3nov@gmail.com

